









































The ministry. Ministers are storytellers, tell-
ers of the gospel story. That includes everyone in
the church from the youngest to the oldest. That
also means the story will be told in a variety of
ways—with words, signs, and gestures.

Yet, as a very practical matter, it is not possi-
ble for everyone to be a storyteller in the church
at the same time or even for everyone to take
turns being the representative storyteller for the
community. Neither are all people given the gifts
necessary. Storytellers have a function to per-
form in service of the gospel, and the community
of faith has the responsibility to designate those
who will fulfill that function. These gifted people
have been called by the church and the Holy
Spirit to be pastors.

Pastors are servants of the Word and sacra-
ments of God and caretakers of the flock of God.
They do the public work of ministry. As the
church receives that ministry, it is encouraged
by the gospel and, in turn, encourages and sup-
ports the ones called to this important ministry.

Worship. In its broadest sense, worship is a
way of life. It has to do with what we do in the
journey of faith and how we do it. It is the way
we express what we believe. The study book
points out that we worship God in telling the
story of Jesus, in prayer, and in our praise of
God.

Worship bears the message of salvation in
word, song, and action. It is a drama of faith for
those who desire to know Jesus Christ. It also
gathers up the beliefs of Christians down
through the ages and gives them a setting in the
contemporary world. It is a picture of the journey
in faith that countless believers have taken.

From worship, believers go out to serve in the
world. That service takes many forms, but its
central thrust is the gospel that calls Christians
to honor God and to live their faith for the sake
of others.

Suffering. The inevitability of suffering in
this life, for reasons that are as mysterious as
they are many, is paralleled only by the certainty
of Christ’s victory over suffering and death and
by our claim to be part of that victory. The gos-
pel is not pessimistic. It is simply realistic. It
knows the depths we all experience. It knows our
limitations and the power of evil. And it also
knows that even the last enemy, death, will not
be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ.

Note: In this reprint edition, the
poster has been discontinued.

30

Materials needed

Bibles e study books ® “Seven Marks of the
Church” poster ® chalkboard and chalk or
newsprint and markers ® pens or pencils ® writ-
ing paper e copies of Lutheran Book of Worship e
one copy of Prayers Based on Luther’s Small
Catechism e large candle ® building blocks
(Legos™ or Tinkertoys™) ¢ modeling clay
“What Does It Take?” worksheets (see “Before
the Study” below).

Before the study

— Prepare the worksheet "What Does It Take?"
Put that title at the top of a sheet of typing
paper. Make one copy for each participant for
use under “Digging Deeper.”

— Remove "Seven Marks of the Church™ poster
from the center of this guide and display it
prominently in your class area.

— Read the constitution of your congregation to
find out how the church is defined there for
comparison with Luther's seven characteristic
marks of the church.

— Take an informal survey among members of
the congregation you know well on what they
think about the relationship between personal
faith and communal faith.

— Make a list of ways your congregation mani-
fests “Going It Together.”

— Go over earlier chapters on Baptism, the
Lord's Supper, and the Apostles’ Creed in this
guide and in the study book.

\9F) STUDY

ENTRY

The purpose of the activities in this section is to
introduce the participants to some of the key
themes of the seven marks of the church—the
Word, Baptism, the Lord's Supper, confession and
absolution, the ministry, worship, and suffering.

Faith is

Ask the participants to locate “Faith Is"” on page
55 in their study books. You may want to ask for
a volunteer or two to read aloud this section or
have the participants quickly scan it for them-
selves.

This chapter is about having faith and living it
in the community of believers. The opening para-
graphs on pages 55-56 in the study book state



clearly that these are fundamentally related issues.
It points to both the personal and communal char-
acter of the Christian faith.

The best way to help the class realize this inter-
relationship is to have participants explore each
mark of the church separately first and then see
how the interrelationship works in life.

Personal faith is usually a very private matter.
Most often that privacy comes out of a desire to
know one’s own religious identity and experience
the depth of one’s beliefs. Sometimes privacy is also
a way of guarding against embarrassment. There-
fore, ask class members to make a list of the things
they believe as Christians and to place them in
order of importance. Keep these lists for further
reference.

What do Christians believe?

Engage the class in a general discussion about
what Christians believe. Make a list of things pro-
posed on a chalkboard or newsprint sheet.

After this discussion, ask class members to in-
dividually reflect on connections they see between
their personal list and the group list compiled un-
der “Faith Is . . .” above.

These connections can be the basis for further
exploration. For example, encourage the class to
think about the ways personal and communal faith
influence each other and how they can be sources
for mutual learning and growth.

Growth can mean the positive development and
enrichment of what one already believes and does
or a corrective challenge to those beliefs and be-
haviors. By encouraging discussion, you will be
able to raise the matter of church membership—
what it means to individuals and how the defini-
tion of church from Luther's seven characteristic
marks shapes an individual's understanding of
membership.

EXPLORING THE STUDY BOOK

Seven marks of the church

The purpose of this section is to introduce the
participants to what Luther called the seven marks
or characteristics of the church. This section in
this chapter is different from the other “Reading
the . .." sections under “Explering the Study Book™
in the previous five chapters of the study book.
These seven marks of the church are not part of
Luther's Small Catechism, but they are very evi-
dent throughout Luther's explanations in the Cat-
echism.

Ask the participants to locate Chapter 6, “Going
It Together,” beginning on page 55 in the study
book. Detatch “Seven Marks of the Church” poster
from the center of this guide. Display it where all
can see it. Have the participants locate these marks

and the commentary about them in the study book
beginning on page 56. (Note that Baptism and the
Lord's Supper are discussed in the same section.)
Use the images on the poster, the corresponding
commentary, discussion questions, and Bible vers-
es below each section in the study book to guide
the class discussion.

Key points to consider

e Although the seven marks of the church are
interdependent, help the participants see that an
understanding of the Word of God is very important
to fully understand the other six marks of the
church. Review together the commentary on the
Word of God on page 56 of the study book.

Point out that the Word of God is not only the
Bible, but it is first of all Jesus Christ himself—
God’s Word made flesh among us. You may want
to read aloud Jeohn 1:1-5, 10-18.

e Use “The Office of the Keys™ and “Confession”
from Luther's Small Catechism that are printed on
page 64 of the study book when discussing the
mark of confession and absolution. Point out that
all Christians are called to speak God's word of
forgiveness to one another in Jesus’ name. It is not
necessary that the one speaking forgiveness be an
ordained minister.

» Many people have deep questions about suf-
fering. Be sure to spend time reading and dis-
cussing the section on suffering on pages 60-61 in
the study book. You may also want to consult other
Christian books on suffering such as Where Is God
in My Suffering? Biblical Responses to Seven
Searching Questions by Daniel J. Simundson
(Augsburg, 1983).

DIGGING DEEPER

“What Does It Take?"” worksheet

Following the discussion directions under "En-
try" above will help you to prepare for using the
“What Does It Take?" worksheet in this session.
Distribute worksheets to the participants. Ask par-
ticipants to write down or draw what they see as
being essential for an organization to call itself a
church. They may list visible items such as build-
ing. leaders, or the Bible. They may also list invis-
ible items such as faith, trust, commitment, and
love. Allow about three or four minutes for partic-
ipants to make their lists. When they have finished,
divide the class into groups of three and ask them
to share their responses and to be ready to report
common agreements and disagreements to the
whole class. When the groups share their re-
sponses, make lists on the chalkboard of the agree-
ments and disagreements.

Then, ask the class to get into the same groups
of three and discuss what each person does with
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agreements and disagreements, and how those
things affect their experience of the community of
faith.

Go back to the chapters on Baptism, the Lord’s
Supper, and the Apostles’ Creed and review sug-
gestions in them that could be used in studying
faith and the sacraments. There may be material
you did not cover in those chapters that could be
used here.

Building on faith

The journey in faith produces an image of build-
ing and construction. As in the first session, en-
courage art as a means of expression. Have avail-
able clay for modeling, building blocks, sheets of
writing paper and pens or pencils, and sheets of
newsprint with felt pens for drawing. Ask class
members to select one of the art materials to con-
struct or draw their interpretation of the church
as a community of faith.

Special reports

Determine if there is special interest among class
members for one or two marks of the church. Put
together those with similar interests and ask them
to share with the class on what they think is im-
portant about the mark they choose.

Another way to do this activity is to ask class
members to explain what they understand about
the seven marks of the church from their experi-
ence. Use the discussion about the seven marks of
the church being circular in their relationship
(pages 28-29 in this guide) as a resource for the
class.

You could also have each class member tell a per-
sonal or family story of an experience in the church
to one other person, pointing out the parts that
were most significant for him or her.

FOR REFLECTION

The first question under “For Reflection” on page
63 of the study book could be easily used as a follow-
up to the discussion about marks of the church.
Class members might have already talked about
what needs to be added to or left out of the list of
seven characteristics.

The crucial item in the second question is the
criteria in Luther’s understanding for determining
variety in forms and practices of the church. Iden-
tifying criteria is crucial because there are not
many stated restrictions. And yet, freedom is not
without guidelines and limits. Preaching the gos-
pel and administering the sacraments are central
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to Luther’s understanding of the church. Both al-
ways need definition in any conversation.

The third question can be dealt with as a Bible
study on the two passages of Scripture mentioned.

OUR PRAYERS

The focus in “"Our Prayers” on page 63 in the
study book is upon prayer. Light a candle as a focal
point for worship. As a class, pray the “Prayer of
the Church” aloud (LBW, pages 52-53). Divide the
class into two groups and have the groups pray it
responsively as a sign of shared life in the com-
munity. You may also want to select a prayer from
Prayers Based on Luther's Small Catechism that
fits one or more of the seven marks of the church
as discussed in this chapter.

\97) POST-STUDY

Expanding the session

U Invite a hospital or nursing home chaplain to
speak with your class about the role God's Word
plays in bringing hope, healing, and comfort to
those who are sick or dying.

[J Make seven banners, each one representing a
mark of the church. Display them in your con-
gregation's worship space.

[] With your pastor and worship committee, plan
and institute a service of confession and absolu-
tion. You may want to use the service “Corporate
Confession and Forgiveness” (LBW, pages 193-
195).

U] Tour your church building or that of another
congregation to see how the seven marks of the
church are evident in the architecture and deco-
rations of the building.

Looking ahead

¢ If you decide to spend more than one session
on this chapter, make clear what will be covered
in the next class meeting. Assign any reading
from the study book or Bible to help the partici-
pants prepare for the next session.

¢ Read through the parts of the study book
and this guide that will be the focus of the next
session.

¢ Decide how you will use the Small Catechism
and commentary on the seven marks of the
church.

* Work through the questions in the commen-
tary and under “For Reflection” and plan which
ones you will use.

¢ Decide which of the “Expanding the Learn-
ing” activities you will use or encourage the
participants to use.
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